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Miss Elizabeth Dakin, Double-Duty Librarian, shown on the extreme 
right in the above picture, is never too busy as assistant librarian at Delta 
State Teacher’s College to fulfill her duties as Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Mississippi Library Association. She reminds us that it is early in the 
Association year, which is from January to December, and a good time 
to pay dues, if this little chore has not already been attended to. Individ- 
ual dues are $1.00 and Institutional dues $2.50. Miss Dakin will be happy 
to receive dues and send receipt for same. 


In the picture taken in the Delta State Teacher’s College library, is 
also shown Miss Evelyn Hammet, Head of the Department of Language 
and Literature, and Miss Ann Craney, student assistant. 


Since it is early in the year and Miss Dakin says dues for the Assoc- 
iation are still coming in, the list of 1952 membership will be given in a 
later issue of Library News. 
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The appointment of Miss S. Janice Kee of Madison, Wisconsin, to the 
position of Executive Secretary, Public Libraries Division, ALA, has 
been announced by Harold F. Brigham, president of the Division. Miss 
Kee assumes her new duties February 1. 


According to President Brigham, more than fifty names were con- 
sidered in the search for a well-qualified person to fill this important 
office. Miss Kee brings to the position broad professional and administra- 
tive experience, as well as a wide knowledge of public library organiza- 
tion. Having worked her way through college by teaching school, Miss 
Kee garnered experience both as high school and county librarian in 
Texas, Army Post Librarian at Independence, Kansas, and as Army Com- 
mand Library Supervisor, Randolph Field, Texas. 


The Missouri State Library next claimed her as Extension Librarian. 
Acting State Librarian and Assistant State Librarian. Here she helped 
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to organize Missouri’s vigorous library movement, 1947-1949, and later 
had charge of the state-wide, Carnegie-financed film demonstration. 


Miss Kee has been an instrutor in library science at the Univer- 
sities of Missouri and Wisconsin, and has currently been teaching library 
science courses for the Wisconsin University Extension Division in co- 
operation with the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. She holds a 
Master’s degree in library science from Texas State College for Women, 
Denton. 
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State School Library Supervisor’s Meeting, A.L.A. Midwinter 
Annabelle Koonce, Mississippi School Library Supervisor 


Since the State School Library Supervisor group is small, the meet- 
ings were informal. Miss Fannie Schmitt of Aalbama is president. The 
group gave their ideas concerning the workshop on techniques of sup- 
ervision to be held prior to the summer A.L.A. meeting. I was appointed 
on the committee to make more definite plans to present to the city and 
county supervisors, who will also attend the workshop. The final decision 
was that the workshop would be held in Washington, D.C., at the U.S. 
Office of Education. Miss Ruth Ersted, Library Supervisor of Minnesota, 
discussed the survey she is making for the group on library statistics 
collected in the states having school library supervisors. Miss Nora Beust, 
Library Specialist in the U. S. Office of Education, distributed a list of 
studies currently under way in the Office of Education, many of which 
will be useful to school librarians. Numbers of problems of school library 
supervisors were discussed by the group. Before the close of the final 
meeting each supervisor told of the progress being made in the school 
libraries of her state. 


The city and county school library supervisors presented the pro- 
cedures of book selection which were used in their systems. When the 
use of plasti-kleer bindings was brought before the group, it was decided 
that they are fine for exhibit purposes where it is helpful to have the 
jacket on the book. However, for general use it is more economical to 
spend the difference between the cost of plasti-kleer bindings and pre- 
binding to have a more durable book. On the matter of elementary 
libraries many supervisors bemoaned the fact that some elementary 
schools are now being built without a library room. In other schools it 
has been necessary to use the library as a classroom. The solution which 
the group found for this problem was to retain the librarian or super- 
visor to carry on the technical processes and guidance for the classroom 
coliections. Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas of the Raleigh, North Carolina 
Schools, is chairman of that group, but in her absence Mrs. Dills MacBean, 
Supervisor of Chicago School Libraries, presided. 


The American Association of School Librarians held two business 
meetings, a reception, and a meeting at which Dr. Harold Hand of the 
University of Illinois talked on “An Educational Imperative for National 
Security.” Miss Laura K. Martin, President of the section, at the first 
business meeting gave a lengthy but informative report on the problems 
and progress of AASL. An item of interest to school librarians is the 
decision of AASL to have its own regular publication since its members 
no longer receive “Top of the News.” Miss Mary Love, field librarian 
for the elementary schools of Jackson, and Mississippi representative on 
the State Assembly, attended the meetings. 
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FEDERAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
By 


Hannis S. Smith 
Librarian 
Hinds County Library 


The Federal Relations Committee of ALA held a very interesting 
meeting at the Midwinter conference in Chicago the last week in January. 

The following is news: The Senate Library Services Bill (S1452) has 
been reported out of committee favorably. All interested persons should 
mail letters to their Senators immediately, asking their endorsement and 
support for the bill. 


Four identical bills have been introduced in the House and will 
come before the House Committtee on Education and Labor, Congress- 
man Graham H. Barden, North Carolina Chairman. All interested per- 
sons are urged to write Mr. Barden requesting an early and favorable 
hearing on the Bill or Bills. 


The Committee recommended that all State Coordinators get this 
news around as rapidly as possible. Write now, write both Senators 
and Congressmen, especially those from Mississippi. 


A similar bill failed in the last Congress by just a few votes. If all 
Mississippi Congressmen had voted “yea” it would have carried. Since 
this bill will mean some $186,000 in aid to Mississippi libraries, every 


librarian and interested citizen should be working for its passage. Senator 
Stennis, Congressmen Winstead, Smith and Williams have already ex- 
pressed themselves as favoring this legislation. In writing them, be sure 
to thank them for their interest. In writing the others, urge them to 
support the bill, since they have already read a short report on how 
much the passage of the bill would mean to Mississippi. 
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NEWBERY-CALDECOTT AWARDS 
Newbery Award— 





Winner—Eleanor Estes, Ginger Pye 


Runner-up—Elizabeth Baity, Americans Before Columbus 
Holling C. Holling—Minn of the Mississippi 
Nicholas Kalashnikoff, Defender 
Julia L. Sauer, Light at Tern Rock 
Mary Buff, Apple and the Arrow 


Caldecott Award— 


Winner—Nicholas Mordvinoff, illus., Finders Keepers 


Runners-up—Marie H. Ets, Mr. T. W. Anthony Woo 
Marcia Brown, Skipper John’s Cook 
Margaret B. Graham, illus., All Falling Down 
William P. DuBois, Bear Party 
Elizabeth Olds, Feather Mountain 


The announcement of the Newbery-Caldecott Awards was made on 
Friday, March 7, from the office of Mr. Frederic Melcher, donor of the 
medals. Elizabeth Gross, Chairman of the 1951 Newbery-Caldecott Com- 
mittee, presented the medals to the winners. The official presentation 
will take place at the Newbery-Caldecott Dinner to be held at the 
Waldorf-Astoria during A.L.A., July 1952. 
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In private life Eleanor Estes is the wife of Rice Estes, recently ap- 
pointed Librarian of the Fairfield, Connecticut Public Library. Born 
and reared in New England as a child she enjoyed many of the exper- 
iences which have made her three books on the Moffat family so popular. 
She studied at the Pratt Institute Library School on the Caroline M 
Hewins scholarship. Experience in the children’s rooms of the New York 
Public Library followed. In addition to the three books on the Moffats 
her other books for children include The Sun and Wind and Mr. Todd, 
‘The Hundred Dresses, and The Sleeping Giant and Other Stories. 


Born in Russia, Nicholas Mordvinoff spent much of his life in Paris 
where he studied under Fernand Leger and Amedee Ozenfant. After 
spending some thirteen years painting South Sea Island life, he journeyed 
to New York in 1946 and again began illustrating for books and magazines. 
His first illustrated picture book for children was The Two Reds pub- 
lished in 1950 and with the text by William Lipkind. 
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AMERICAN HERITAGE—IT CAN HAPPEN HERE—AND IT IS! 
By 
Lura Currier, Field Representative, Mississippi Library Commission 


Mississippi libraries can do anything that any other libraries can do. 
No better proof of that has been offered than their current participation 
in the American Heritage Project of the American Library Association. 


Things like the Heritage Discussion Groups don’t just happen nor 


are they born full grown. A lot of factors have to be assembled before 
they do happen. This project (and the success that it is now enjoying 
throughout the state) was the result of many elements that are well 
worth noting. 


First, a librarian in Mississippi went to the annual conference of 
the American Library Association last year. She was inspired by the 
Heritage program and came home all enthusiastic about the possibilities 
for such a program in Mississippi. (There are some very, very good 
reason for—and some very, very tangible results of—going to library 
meetings.) 


Then, in the second place, there was a strong, active Association to 
which said librarian could appeal and before whom she could. lay her 
plans. (One of the most significant features of the Mississippi Heritage 
program is that it is sponsored by the state library association. It is 
indeed the librarians own program. That is as it should be.) 


There was a librarian with ideas and with the energy and courage 
to tackle a big job. She had a library board with vision, one which was 
willing to relinquish some of her time to work on something that would 
mean a great deal to a great many people. Without librarians who are 
willing to work hard to ~ things over, and without library boards who 
catch the vision of the broader function of their librarians, Mississippi 
libraries cannot become vital factors in the life of the state. 


_ Not to be forgotten among the important elements that went into 
this project is the confidence that the American Library Association had 
in Mississippi library leaders. After all, there are only a few places in the 
country where the project has been undertaken. (Kinda nice not to be 
forty-eighth in something, isn’t it?) 


_Another ingredient was the citizens who were willing to spend 
their time and energies leading the discussion groups. There was, too, 
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the spirit of cooperation and friendly understanding between the two 
races that make up population. 


Then, too, there was the money of the Fund for Adult Education, an 
independent agency established by the Ford Foundation. 


Mrs. Grace Stevenson, Director of the American Library Association 
Project, has been using Mississippi as the example of enthusiasm and 
meee in all of her reports of the projects. In recent issues of 
ALA Bulletin and Library Journal, she has this to say of Mississippi: 


“Both librarians and community leaders have taken on extra duties, 
worked long hours, proven their skill and resourcefulness in organizing 
and developing discussion groups. When midwest blizzards delayed the 
director’s arrivel at a preliminary conference in Mississippi, people who 
had come from all over the state waited for twelve hours, met until mid- 
night, then drove 100 to 150 miles to their homes. Such things are heart- 
warming; they strengthen your faith in the profession and in America.” 


Nobody can tell the real story of how the Heritage project is going 
in Mississippi as well as Jeanne Broach, Meridian Public Library, because 
it was she who conceived the idea of trying to have it in Mississippi and 
who has done the work that it took to get it across. Miss Broach’s own 
report of what’s what follows: 


AMERICAN HERITAGE—MISSISSIPPI STYLE 
by Jeanne Broach 
Meridian Public Library 


Nine libraries in Mississippi are participating in the American Her- 
a Project by sponsoring 14 discussion groups—nine for white persons 
and 5 for Negroes. These are geographically scattered from Tupelo to 
Natchez and from Greenwood to Laurel. They are being held in com- 
munities with population from 1254 to 97,674. Hinds County accounts for 
both the largest and smallest populations, Raymond and Jackson, where 
the Carver Branch is sponsoring the Hinds County Negro group. 


Most of these groups began their meetings during the latter part of 
February, but the Oxford group held the last of its meetings on March 6, 
and the New Albany group will not be able to start before the middle of 
March. All are concerned with the general subject of the American Her- 
itage and its present day implications, but the programs and their ap- 
proaches are completely different. While most of the groups are building 
their programs around the book, THIS AMERICAN PEOPLE, by Gerald 
Johnson, this is not true of all of them. Films are planned for one meeting 
of both groups in Tupelo and for the Carver Branch in Jackson. 


The response of the libraries in Mississippi when they were notified 
of the possibility of such a program was most exciting. Each public 
library in the state (55 of them) was notified when Mrs. Grace Stevenson, 
director of the American Heritage Program of the American Library 
Association, said that something could be done about a Mississippi pro- 
gram. All of them were invited to meet her in Meridian on December 18. 
About a dozen were able to attend the meeting, but replies were received 
from 33 libraries. Of these, 19 indicated real interest in the program. That 
meeting was the basis for the present program. Mrs. Stevenson used it in 
her report to ALA Council at the mid-winter meeting as an example of 
the inspiring contacts she had made with people in setting up the pro- 
gram. 


The mid-winter meeting gave Mrs. Stevenson a chance to talk to 
representatives from all the demonstration areas and to find that they 
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have all met problems much like those we have and expect to have. This 
makes the experimental nature of the 1952 program very clear, for Mrs. 
Stevenson and her staff stress that the idea for this year was to try out 
procedures and programs so that the experience gained could be used by 
everyone in the future. As far as Mississippi goes, I have already learned 
two things: 


1. The people of Mississippi are very much interested in such in- 
formal adult education as is represented by discussion groups, AND they 
are very much concerned with the subject of the American Heritage. 
This knowledge should certainly be of value to libraries in planning 
their service and in buying their books. I believe that there is no doubt 
that more libraries would like to establish such groups if we are able 
to have an expanded program next year, particularly if they can start 
planning for it earlier in the season. 


2. Areally bang-up state-wide program will require more time than 
an indivivdual librarian can devote to it without making her own library 
suffer. The amount of correspondence and clerical and organizational 
work I have had is hard to believe; and yet I’ve done a very incomplete 
job. (editor’s note: This is Miss Broach’s opinion of the nature of the job 
she did; by no means is it the opinion of the officials of the Mississippi 
Library Association who delegated her as charman of this particular 
committee.) Many things have gone undone which should have been 
done and which would have enabled more libraries to participate and 
would have made better programs for those which have. 


There is a possibility that the program can be continued next year. 
If so, I hope Mississippi can get included early on a basis like that of 
this year’s demonstration areas. Mrs. Lois Green, of Alabama, and I made 
as strong a plea as we felt suitable for more aid in organizing such groups 
in the Southeast; and possibly, if enough of us show the right kind of 
interest we can have a special regional progarm next year. 


For the information of those of you who haven’t had the details, the 
American Heritage Project this year provided trainig courses for the 
leaders of the Mississippi discussion groups with expenses paid; has pro- 
vided the books for the group members to study; has offered advice and 
program material; and has films available for those who want them. In 
addition members of the Adult Education staff from Chicago will visit 
some of our groups as they meet to help with problems which arise after 
the groups are organized. 


We in Mississippi, as usual, bit off a good, big chew. We are one of 
the three state-wide programs in operation this year and the only one of 
that group which is sponsored by the State Library Association. Partly 
for that reason, and partly because we just like to, we are eT an- 
xious to make a good report at the end of the program. Also, we would like 
very much to have information about any libraries that are interested in 
establishing groups next year. We want reactions and plans from those 
which have groups now. If you are interested, or want more information, 
won’t you write me (Meridian Public Library), or the Mississippi Library 
Commission? 


The next issue of LIBRARY NEWS will carry intimate glimpses of 


the Heritage Discussion groups in session and will give a Who’s Who 
in Mississippi Heritage Programs. 


£). 
cr 


MRS. STEVENSON AND MR. CLIFT TO VISIT MISSISSIPPI 


The American Heritage project has brought many advantages to our 
state. Among them are the visit of Mrs. Grace Stevenson, Director of the 
Project and the prospective visit of Mr. David H. Clift, Executive Sec- 
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retary of the American Library Associtaion. Mrs. Stevenson will visit 
some of the Heritage forum discussions March 13-14 and she and Mr. 
Clift will be in the state March 19-22 to see some of the libraries and 
attend other discussion meetings. 





MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH LIBRARY 


The following is part of a recent report of Miss Louise Williams, librarian: 

The Library welcomes the opportunity of this report to give some 
accounting of its services, needs, and accomplishments. While a narrative 
account cannot possibly portray all the minute yet significant detail 
which goes into each day’s activities, it can reflect enough to help one 
grasp the over-all picture of the Library’s value in the unceasing con- 
quest of preventable disease and death. 


Nowhere else in the State does there exist as complete a collection 
of the medical and scientific literature as in the Medical Library of the 
State Board of Health and it is this collection which the public health and 
allied professions have come to depend upon to furnish them with vital 
information regarding specific phases of their work. Several times the 
services of the Library may have proved life-saving, when the information 
sought provided the exact technic for coping with some perilous con- 
dition or emergency. At all times the Library serves as a place where one 
can keep abreast of the rapid advances in the scientific field and help 
gain some perspective for the future. 


A real milestone in the building of our Library was realized when 
the monumental INDEX-CATALOGUE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL’S 
OFFICE was completed. After fifteen years of trying to acquire volumes 4 
and 5 of the First Series, it was learned at the annual meeting of the 
Medical Library Association that few file sets were available in the Army 
Medical Library. A personal appeal to the director of the Library for 
these two scarce items was successful and now at long last the State 
Board of Health Library can boast the possession of this outstanding 
guide to the medical literature. The INDEX-CATALOGUE, begun by Dr. 
John Shaw Billings, has been proclaimed by Dr. William H. Welch as one 
of the four really great contributions of this country to medical know- 
ledge, “surpassing even the discovery of anesthesia, the recognition of 
insect transmission of disease, and the development of the modern public 
health laboratory.” 


It was a pleasure to represent the State Board of Health Library at 
the annual meeting of the Medical Library Association in Denver in 
June, 1951. Your librarian is a member of its Committee on Awards and 
also a member of its important Sub-committee on Certification for Med- 
ical Librarianship. She | gang my in the first southern regional meetin 
of the Association held in New Orleans in November and was nam 
vice-chairman of the southern group. All sessions of the Mississippi 
Library Association’s annual meeting, held in Jackson October 18-20, 
were attended and much benefit was derived from the exceptionally 
good papers presented. Fresh perspective and a new appreciation of the 
medical library’s potentiality for useful service were derived from ail 
these sessions. To realize the achievement of these worthy goals and to 
put into practice the best principals of medical librarianship to enlarge 
upon the happiness and welfare of people everywhere are the constant 
aims of the State Board of Health Library. 
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The Lending Library 


Favorable reports are coming in from all over the state from libraries 
that are contracting for the use of service book collections from the 
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American Lending Library. If the proof of the pudding is in the eating 
(and where else would it be in the case of books?) the service is a success, 
since in every library most of the books from the Lending Library are 
always out. One day there was not a single ONE in one library. In re- 
porting on this service the branch librarians in the First Regional Library 
were in ecstasy over it since it meant new books for them even faster 
than Headquarters was able to supply. The Northeast Regonal Libary 
branches have been pleased, too. The librarians are finding that the time 
saving angle is important, as well as the increased number of books that 
are available. Officials of the company are paying an increasing amount 
of attention to the specific needs of the libraries as the service broadens. 
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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIES IN THE NEWS 


The Louisiana Library Association Bulletin, Vol 15. No. 1, Winter 
1952, carries articles by J. S. Hartin about the new University of Missis- 
sippi Library and by Donald E. Thompson describing the Mississippi 
State College Library. The articles give details of building construction, 
listing features which went into the making of these beautiful buildings 
and giving suggestions for errors to be avoided next time. They should 
prove helpful to others who are undertaking library buildings. (Most of 
the Bulletin is devoted to library building and has a very good account 
of a remodeled building, at small cost, for a negro branch library in 
Monroe, Louisiana. The Bulletin may be borrowed from the Library 
Commission.) 


Library Journal, Vol. 77, No. 3. February 1, 1952 carries MISSISSIPPI 
STORY and MISSISSIPPI IN ACTION, both contributed by Lura Currier, 
Field Representative, Mississippi Library Commission. They tell the story 
of the interest, and progress, that is manifest in the library development 
program in the state. It’s the story of what is being done to put into prac- 
tice the findings and recommendations of the Mississippi Library Survey, 
directed by Gretchen Knief Schenk—the regional library, how it gets 
started and how it works. If you haven’t read it you should. 


In the same issue of Library Journal there is an excerpt from THE 
BOOK REPOR7, edited by Gretchen Conduitt, Librarian, First Regional 
Library, Hernando. The statement made by Governor Fielding L. Wright 
as Guest Editor says, 


“Democracy is the most difficult form of Government to maintain 
and to operate. The responsibilities of citizenship in a Democracy require 
well-informed men and women. This becomes more imperative with 
each passing month as the peoples of the earth are drawn closer together 
by transportation and communication facilities. All improvements in the 
opportunities for education and self-advancement are of value in de- 
veloping the minds and characters of the people of Mississippi.” 


The plan for regional libraries to make books and information ser- 
vices available to the small towns and rural residents of our various 
counties is a worthy one. 


The First Regional Library has pioneered in the establishment of 
this public service. I am glad that the State of Mississippi Library Com- 
mission, had a part in this new venture.” 


The Progressive Farmer, January, 1952 carries MORE GOOD BOOKS 
edited by Carolyn Flanders. It is the bookmobile story in the several 
Southern states. The Mississippi Library Commission contributed the 
pictures that were used and the part of the article emphasizing the fact 
that public libraries must be financed by taxes. “A good library can’t 
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operate on chance donations any more than roads, hospitals, or other 
services.” One picture shows the First Regional Library Bookmobile 
Librarian and a group of children at their story hour. Another is a picture 
of en little boy getting one last peek at the books in the regional book- 
mobile. 


Unfortunately the article was not used in the Mississippi edition of 
the Progressive Farmer. 
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Lucile Peacock, Librarian, Evans Memorial Library, Aberdeen, has 
written LOCAL MISSISSIPPIANA for Vol. IX, No. 1, 1952 Antiquarian 
Bookman in which she tells of her fascinating job of collecting manu- 
scripts, letters, journals, clippings, books—all telling the history of early 
days in what is now Mississippi—that romantic past made by Indians, 
Frenchmen, Spaniards, Englishmen and native born Americans who 
were the forefathers of some of the present generation. 
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Lucile is rendering a valient service in preserving for the library 
and sad posterity these valuable documents which might otherwise be 
lost forever. 


Scattered through the February 1950 issue of Wilson Library Bulletin 
are pictures of some very attractive posters and displays made by library 
science students at Mississippi State College for Women. One poster is 
on Uniting for Democracy; one had Do’s and Dont’s for bookmark users— 
for example don’t use combs, pencils, safety pins, etc. There is also an 
attractive display, Cues For You by The Wheel of Reading. Other fine 
suggestions for posters are given. 
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LIBRARY LEGISLATION 


The Mississippi State Legislature has been in session since January 8, 
1952. 


The following Libray Committees were appointed early in the session. 
Senate: 





Senator L. H. Jobe, Chairman, Montgomery County 
Senator Frank D. Barlow, Copiah County 
Senator H. B. Appleton, Marshall County 


House: 


Connie Mack Loyd, Ch., Winston County 

J. O. Southward, Vice Ch., Tishomingo County 
Paul C. Cato, Jefferson County 

Joe E. Owens, Union County 

Mrs. John B. Farese, Benton County 


Many months previous to the Legislature the Legislative Committee 
of the Mississippi Library Association (Manie Berry, Chairman) and other 
interested librarians and friends have done good work in informing 
members of the Legislature of library needs. Citizen activity and sup- 
port has been very evident in increased library interest among members 
of the Legislature. Working closely with the Legislature one comes 
to realize the many pressures that members have to face and the fact 
that there are many, many worthwhile causes. This year the education 
and welfare bills have required a great deal of attention and perhaps 
will get major appropriations. 


Early in the session members of the Library Committee met at the 
Library Commission to discuss the Library Commission appropriation 
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request and needed legislative changes. The following is an account of 
a hearing before the Appropriations and Senate Finance Committees 
February 7: 

At the request of Anona Jenkins, MLA President, the following 
group attended the Legislative Committee hearings: Mr. Jack Hudspeth, 
member of the Library Commission Board and former member of the 
Legislature, made introductions and spoke briefly of his understanding 
of legislative problems and asked for serious consideration of our 
budget request. Manie Berry, MLA Vice President, gave an account of 
the joint meeting last September of MLA representatives with the Library 
Commission Board and explained citizen interest in a good library pro- 
gram. A Mississippi map was shown giving the progress of libraries to- 
day, the location of the two regional libraries and counties having book- 
mobiles. Eunice Eley Director of the Library Commission discussed briefly 
the budget request for each item as presented to the Budget Commission 
last fall. She reported that though the Budget Commission has recom- 
mended increased salary funds (though not the amount requested) so that 
one additional professional person may be added to the Library Commis- 
sion field staff, only $50.00 per year was recomended by the Budget Com- 
mission for increase in the travel fund. In speaking of the $91,500 
requested for books, it was stated that the Library Commission owns only 
36,000 books for white people and 4,000 for colored people (the size of a 
small town library). Mrs. Heber Kennedy, rural school teacher in Rankin 
County, spoke of the value to schools of the lending library service of the 
Library Commission. She stated that she has taught in schools from the 
southern part of Simpson County to the northern part of Coahoma County 
and has never yet found a rural school with a sufficient library. Mr. 
Jameson Jones, Chairman of the Northeast Regional Library Board, and 
Lura Currier, Field Representative, spoke of the need for increased grants 
to county and regional libraries. During the present biennium this fund 
is $26,140. The Budget Commission has recommended an increase of only 
$3,860 for the next two years. Mr. Jones spoke of the value of the services 
of the field supervisor in helping to direct library organization in the 
state. Lura Currier emphasized the soundness on which the Mississippi 
Library program is made, saying that a study of library plans in many 
states shows that our plan is one of the most progressive, businesslike 
and sound. The goal is set, the only thing needed to bring good library 
service within the reach of all Mississippi people is money. Mr. Virgil 
Youngblood, member of the Lincoln County Library Board, spoke of the 
help received in his county through the advisory service of Elenora 
Gralow, Extension Librarian, and the value of the demonstration book- 
mobile. Through these services Lincoln County has recently purchased 
a new bookmobile and is ready to employ a professionally trained librar- 
ian. Mr. Youngblood also emphasized the adult education value of librar- 
ies. Mr. Barron Smith, member of the Simpson County Library Board, 
began by saying that his interest was in crops and the most valuable 
Mississippi crops are her children. He urged that a sufficient appropria- 
tion be made to give books to boys and girls of both races. He says that 
negroes are hungry for books and we are failing to meet the need, which 
may be met by someone else in a way that we will not like. (Rose Budd 
Stevens, writer, was scheduled to come to the hearing but was prevented 
by a case of flu.) Each committee allowed us only thirty minutes for the 
hearing and the full report was possible only because those who talked 
were willing to give their time, coming the previous evening for a dis- 
cussion and rehearsal of each person’s part. Members of both houses 
complemented the report and said that it was one of the best hearings 
brought before their committees. 

OTHER LEGISLATION 


House Bill No. 233 was introduced allowing county boards of super- 
visors to levy a two mill tax for library support. The bill was amended 
and passed the House allowing counties up to $10,000,000 assessed valua- 
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tion to levy a two mill tax and counties above this figure a one mill tax. 
The bill has not been acted upon by the Senate as yet. 


House Bill No. 678, if passed, will provide for the appointment of 
one trustee from each county represented in a regional library. (The 
present law limits the regional library board to five members.) The bill 
is in the House committee. 


House Bill No. 679 will provide for per diem for members of the 
Library Commission Board. (The present law allows only actual travel 
expense.) 


APPROPRIATION 


The Library Commission requested a budget of $494,100 for the 
1952-1954 biennium. The Budget Commission, previous to the legislative 
session, recommended a budget of $163,200. This figure was accepted by 
the House Appropriations Committee and passed on the floor of the 
House. In the Senate Finance Committee the figure has been raised to 
$204,800 and is to be acted upon by the Senate and must then go back to 
the House for confirmation or compromise. 





4). 
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AN INSTITUTE OF SOUTHERN LITERATURE is in progress at 
Millsaps College, Jackson, under the auspices of The University of Mis- 
sissippi-Millsaps College Center. The Institute is a series of fifteen lec- 
tures by outstanding Southern writers. Beginning February 8, the series 
will continue on successive Friday evenings until June. 


These stimulating lectures. followed by a discussion F onomagpe with 
questions from the audience are attracting a large group from various 
parts of the state. 


Those who attended the first four weeks of the series have been 
privileged to hear Hodding Carter, Robert Penn Warren, J. Frank Dobie 
and Hudson Strode. Future speakers will be Hal Phillips, Virginia Sor- 
enson, Katherine Ann Porter, James Street, David L. Cohn, Donald 
Davidson, Harnett Kane, Edward Kimbrough, Archibald Rutledge, Vir- 
ginius Dabney, and A. B. Guthrie. 
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SOUTHERN BOOK PARADE is a new book club of the South, con- 
centrating exclusively on the distribution of books about the South, or 
books written by Southerners, and no doubt will become an instrument 
of tremendous influence in the cultural life of the South. 


The Board of Judges includes the following distinquished names: 
Hodding Carter, Ralph McGill, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Hudson 
Strode, Lon Tinkle. The Advisory Board consists of Inglis Fletcher, Har- 
nett Kane, Edison Marshall, Ward Morehouse, Medora Field Perkerson, 
—_ Rutledge, Marion Sines, Dr. Rufus Harris, and Dr. Philip 

eltner. 


Eeventually the club will select twelve books each year, but for the 
year 1952, beginning in March, one book will be published every two 
months, until six books are published. 


To encourage this southern literary venture and to share in and 

rofit in the Southern Book Parade those who are interested may send 

$10.00 for a membership or get more information by addressing Southern 
Book Parade, P.O. Box 5109, Atlanta 2, Georgia. 
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We are informed by the Girl Scouts of the U. S. A. that they have for 
free distribution, as long as the supply lasts, the book, Citizens in Action— 
The Girl Scout Record, 1912-1947. Write to Mrs. Alfred Wallace, Progarm 
eet, Girl Scouts of the U.S. A., 155 East 44th Street, New York 17, 

ew York. 


£). 


EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP STUDIED 


Representatives of ten teacher training institutions in the state met 
Saturday, January 12, with the head of the Division of Instruction and the 
Library Supervisor of the Department of Education to discuss problems 
relating to training for school librarianship in Mississippi. Mr. S. A. Bras- 
field, director of the Division of Instruction, revealed that there are more 
than 300 sub-standard librarians in the Mississippi schools today. Those 
present sought the solution to the matters of providing the proper in- 
struction for those already serving as librarians and of training additional 
librarians to fill the needs of the schools. 





Representatives from Belhaven, Blue Mountain, Delta State, Millsaps, 
Mississippi College, Mississippi Southern, Mississippi State, Missis- 
sippi state College for Women, University of Mississippi, and Women’s 
College attended the conference. 


In planning for the future most of the regional and national accredit- 
ing agencies are leaving many of the details of accrediation to the State 
Committees. It is, therefore, necessary for the states to make their re- 
quirements more definite. The group agreed that for librarians in schools 
enrolling less than 100 students where 6 semester hours in library science 
are required that at least 3 semester hours should be taken from the basic 
courses “Books and Related Materials for Children and Young People” 
and “Administration of School Libraries and Organization of Materials.” 
To meet the 12 semester hour requirement for schools enrolling 100-300 
students at least 6 semester hours should be taken from these basic 
courses. Beyond that point the ros felt that schools offering majors and 
minors in library science could give the proper guidance to students in 
the selection of courses. These recommendations will be taken to the 
Mississippi Accrediting Commission. 


The representatives of all schools expressed their willingness to 
cooperate in the effort to provide the needed courses. They plan to send 
a list of their offerings for summer school to the Department of Education 
so that a complete picture of all library science courses given in the 
state can be sent to superintendents and librarians desiring that infor- 
mation. 
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Jackson County Library—"In Union there is Strength” 


One more library in Mississippi has unified its administration and 
pooled its resources to make for better library service to more people. 
This time it is in Jackson County. 


Spearheaded by the leadership of the Pascagoula City Library Com- 
mission, the county library has been voted in by the Board of Supervisors 
and organized under one administration. The new library set-up is to be 
supported jointly by the City of Pascagoula with its one mill tax and by 
Jackson County with its one-half mill tax (the legal limit under the 

resent state law). From the city library board and from the county library 
ard a legal executive Board of Trustees of five members has been 
elected. Arthur Smith of Pascagoula, who holds a dual a by 
the Mayor of Pascagoula and by the supervisor from Beat ee, George 
Hague, was named chairman of the new board. City representatives on the 





aS a a a a 


LIBRARY NEWS 15 





executive board besides Mr. Smith include Mrs. Walter Gulley and Mrs. 
Roy Wingfield. From the county appointments, Mrs. R. C. Eley of Moss 
Point and Mrs. J. T. Lockard of Van Cleave were named. Other county 
citizens who will be responsible for the new library development in the 
outlying areas of Jackson County are Mrs. Edgar Baria of Hurley and 
Mrs. Judlin Girot of Ocean Springs. Pascagoula City Library Commission 
members who are busily planning for increased library activity in Jack- 
son County and Pascagoula are J. A. Stafford, Easton King, Mrs. Leo 
Trehern, and Miss Kathleen Hayes. 


Plans are now being drawn for construction of a new library building 
in Pascagoula which will house the unified county library administration 
as well as give over-the-desk service to all the residents of Jackson 
County. A bookmobile will be purchased at the first of the new fiscal 
year. In the meantime, some service to county residents will begin with 
the facilities now available. 


Actual plans are being formulated for branch operation immediately 
in Ocean Springs. The library there has had a face lifting, with the city 
fatherss furnishing some funds for redecorating the building. For more 
than 20 years the Woman’s Club of Ocean Springs has operated the library 
there on a volunteer basis without a cent of official support. The new 
support offered by the county will make it possible for the facilities of 
the Ocean Springs Library to be made available with longer hours and 
more books for all the residents who live in the western half of the county. 


A substantial book order has been placed by Mrs. Lola Lewis Kell 
who will serve as county librarian for the area. Mrs. Kell has begun the 
work of classifying and cataloging the collection in Ocean Springs in 
conjunction with help from the Woman’s Club. The library committee of 
the club is headed by Mrs. Judlin Girot. 
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WHEN TOWN AND COUNTRY MEET 
By 


Elenora Gralow, Extension Librarian 
Mississippi Library Commission 


(The picture on the cover shows the new Lincoln County bookmobile with 
county and city officials, library board members, staff and Chamber 
of Commerce representatives, part of the group which met the bookmobile 
on its arrival) 


In February, 1951, the Lincoln County Library Board at its regular 
monthly meeting (The meeting was during Mississippi’s 1951 unprece- 
dented ice and snow storm and all members were in attendance, as 
usual,) decided that if the library was to continue to carry out its pro- 
gram of expansion, a bookmobile owned by the county library would be 
necessary. Plans were made for a campaign to secure the money. Mem- 
bers of the library board and a field worker from the State Library 
Commission appeared before the men’s and women’s service clubs to 
speak on the need for a bookmobile and show the film “Books and 
People, The Wealth Within.” The local newspapers cooperated and much 
favorable publicity was received, headlines no less, and editorials. The 
local radio station also was sympathetic. Library users from all parts of 
the county wrote to the Board of Supervisors to indicate their wishes. 
The campaign was climaxed when a representative citizen group from 
the county and city of Brookhaven, the Chamber of Commerce, and 
members of The Library Board appeared before the Board of Supervisors 
with Mr. Virgil Youngblood, Library Board Member, as the spokesman. 
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The library already received the one half mill tax levy from the county, 
which, was the legal limit, and the request for an additional $6500 for a 
bookmobile almost seemed fantastic. Through the pursuasive powers of 
Mr. Youngblood, Mrs. J. T. Vernon, and other interested citizens, the 
Board of Supervisors was prevailed upon to put the request in their 
budget. The bookmobile was ordered and after months of delay was 
delivered during the last days of December. Built by the Gerstenslager 
Company in Wooster, Ohio, it was driven to Brookhaven by Mrs. 
Louise Miller, a member of the County Library Staff, and Miss Elenora 
Gralow, Field Worker for the Mississippi Library Commission. 


The bookmobile was met at the city limits by the Chairman of the 
Library Board, Mrs. J. F. Vernon, members of the Library Board, county 
and city officials, and a representative of the Chamber of Commerce, as 
well as the local police Department. The Police with sirens escorted it 
— the cavalcade of cars to the County Library headquarters in the city 

all. 


On the day the bookmobile was scheduled to make its first run in 
the county, a student from one of the county schools broke a bottle of 
“Good Lincoln County Branch-Creek Water” christening the new $6500 
bookmobile at the colorful ceremony on the lawn of the Lincoln County 
courthouse. Mr. Youngblood, who was the master of ceremonies, said 
that since this was a grass roots undertaking, local water from the county 
was used instead of the traditional champagne. The bookmobile was 
dedicated to the great cause of raising the educational standards, the 
intellectual levels and the social life of the citizens. Much tribute was 
paid to Mrs. J. F. Vernon, whose long and untiring efforts had resulted 
in the mobile library that would mean wider horizons to rural communi- 
ties. The dedication ceremonies ended with the announcement by the 
ag | Board that the library was beginning to develop a library pro- 
gram for the colored people. 


Members of the Board of Supervisors, county superintendents of 
schools, business leaders, city officials, library board members and staff, 
former library board members, former librarians, and old residents of 
Brookhaven who had organized and promoted the Brookhaven sub- 
scription library, the forerunner of the Lincoln County Library, partic- 
ipated in the ceremony. 


The bookmobile is a 1% ton truck. It has dual rear wheels, a 13 foot 
body back of the drivers seat, 1 cab door on the drivers side and two side 
doors, front and rear on the curb side. There is a desk directly back of 
the drivers seat and two swivel seats which can be moved to face this 
desk. The desk has a small drawer for pencils, etc., a card well, and 
shelves to hold unslipped books. There is a stand-up desk over the right 
wheel housing for check-out with a stcrage space under it. A small sec- 
tion for easy ks and a small glass shelves section for magazines com- 
e the shelving arrangement on the right side. Along the rear of the 

ookmobile is a ventilating window built to fit a large portable, window 
fan. Over the window is a storage compartment and next to it is a small 
clothes closet. The rest of the space in the rear is shelving. The bookmobile 
is equipped with an electric generator for lighting and cooling the unit, 
and an auxiliary gasolineheater complete with thermostat for heating 
the vehicle in cold weather. The heater runs independently of the motor. 
The exterior is painted sea-crest green with black and silver letters. The 
bookmobile also has an outlet to connect the flourescent lights and fan 
with house current. A special garage was built back of the city hall to 
house the bookmobile and an electrical connection was instlled at the 
most convenient point in the garage by the Fire Department to allow 
this connection. A local oil supply an furnished the steel supports 
for the garage, the county, the gravel for the garage and driveway, and 
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priceless help, interest and supervision was supplied by the Brookhaven 
Fire Department before, during and after the construction of the garage. 


The Lincoln County Library came into being because of the in- 
terest of a group of citizens of Brookhaven. The county could have not 
had the library they have without the help of the city and the city could 
not have the library service they have without the help of the county. 
Both county and city give financial support to the library and the people 
of both give unbounded interest and cooperation. They have found that 
a good library means city and county working together. . 


The library board is Mrs. J. T. Vernon, Chairman; Mrs. T. P. Brady, 
Jr.; Mrs. Roy King; Mr. Virgil Youngblood; Mr. Bart Calcote. 


The Board declared itself out of breath from the rapid pace with 
which the library had moved, planned to rest awhile after the bookmobile 
was secured. However, the Mississippi Libray Commission which has 
been supplying books for service to the colored schools in the county 
had to of necessity curtail this service and the Library Board has decided 
to start a program of book buying for the Negroes which should eventually 
lead to a library service to the whole colored population. The library 
board has decided to wait until next year to stop and catch their breath. 
And next year? There still is no Regional Library in Southern Mississippi! 





£). 
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June Smeck Smith, Librarian of the Mississippi Department of Ar- 
chives and History received her M.A. degree from the Graduate Library 


School of the University of Chicago in December, 1951. The title of her 
thesis is The Relationship Between Titles Circulated and Titles Held in 
Branches of a Metropolitan Library System. For her investigation of the 
thesis problem, Mrs. Smith used the Detroit Public Library System. The 
Detroit Public Library plans to make stencilled copies of the thesis for 
staff study and for distribution to interested libraries. 


Before coming to Mississippi, Mrs. Smith was a member of the staff 
of the Detroit Public Library. During World War II she spent three 
years in the Navy where she served as Head of the Cataloging Unit of 
the Bureau of Ordnance Library. 


Besides her degree from the University of Chicago, Mrs. Smith holds 
a Bachelor of Library Science degree from the University of Michigan and 
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Wayne University in Detroit. 
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Somebody Loses: Somebody Wins 


All Mississippi library news is not good news. Mrs. Gretchen Con- 
duitte has resigned her position as director of the First Regional Library 
to accept a position as head of the library in Jackson, Tennessee. Mrs. 
Conduitte came to the library in Hernando from Tennessee a year ago. 


During the term of her directorship the First Regional Library has 
made remarkable strides in its services with wide bookmobile coverage, 
an enlarged program of public relations, and branch activities that have 
brought about a tremendous increase in their circulation. 





Taking her place immediately in the professional life of the state, 
Mrs. Conduitte participated in the summer Workshop program, in the 
American Heritage discussion and leadership training groups, and accept- 
ed committee —ae with the Mississippi Library Association. In 
connection with . Conduitte’s skill and interest in pneeeraey. she 
has contributed much to illustrating the story of Mississippi libraries. 
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The Book Report, an outstanding library publication, has been issued 
twice under her direction. 


Last summer Mrs. Conduitte brought distinctive honor to Mississippi, 
as well as to herself, when she was awarded one of the American Library 
Association’s 75th Anniversary prizes for first place in the nation in an 
essay on the influence of books in one’s personal life. 


In reporting on Mrs. Conduitte’s resignation, Mrs. Lura Currier, 
field representative with the Library Commission who acted as consul- 
tant with the First Regional Library and who worked in close cooperation 
with Mrs. Conduitte said: “This represents a real loss to the state. Never 
have I worked with a more capable librarian whose concept of good 
library service is any clearer, whose energy is any more inexhaustible, or 
whose professional ideals are any higher.” 


The best wishes of the librarians in the state go with Mrs. Conduitte 
to Tennessee. Good luck and a continuous good job! 


£). 


HIGHLIGHTS FROM WEST POINT by Lucile Miller, Librarian 


The plan worked out through the cooperation of the County School 
Board and the Board of Supervisors for library service to the four county 
schools has been highly satisfactory. Using a regular school bus, the 
superintendent of education and the librarian have made five trips to the 
schools during the current term and will go once more to bring books in 
before the schools close in April. All indications seem to show that this 
plan will be the best selling point the library has ever had. Each time 
the librarian goes into every room and talks briefly to the children and 
teacher. The teachers report a growing interest in books and increased 
home circulation. It has been especially heart warming to hear how many 
parents have enjoyed the books with the children. 





The West Point Community Forum, sponsored by the library and 
several civic clubs, is having its second successful year. Mr. A. D. Francis, 
the British Consul-General, from New Orleans, will be the speaker at the 
next forum on March 14. 





ON THE AIR 


“The Carnival of Books” is an N.B.C. broadcast which is a weekly 
program “children meet the author” which originates in Chicago. Many 
critics consider this the finest children’s program on the air. There is 
first a dramatic reading from some current children’s book. Then several 
children are introduced to the author and are given a chance to ask their 
own questions about the books and about the author. Great care is taken 
in the selection of the books and in preparation of the scripts. 


The program is sponsored by the National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers and the American Library Association. 


The Jackson N.B.C. station (WJDX) has found it necessary to dis- 

continue this broadcast for the present but hopes to have it again be- 

inning in April. If your community has an N.B.C. station it would be 
ine to encourage the program manager to carry “Carnival of Books.” 


Lucile Miller reports that the West Point Library is one of a number 
of libraries over the country which are cooperating with their local 
Mutual Broadcasting stations in presenting weekly book reviews called 
the “Teen Age Book Parade.” 


Miss Miller says: 
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“The reviews which come to the station ready for presentation are 
exceptionally well written. We have this program on Saturday A.M. The 
librarian has read the reviews so far but we plan to have guest readers 
from time to time.” 
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The Jeff Davis County Library has recently subscribed to 25 maga- 
zines and has started a subscription to The Readers Guide to Periodical 
Literature. They are also buying the monthly issues of Current Biography. 
Every effort is being made to build up a reference collection along with 
the circulating collection for children and adults, and to make the library, 
although small, as rounded as possible. 


The Lincoln County Library is the proud possessor of a New Western 
Union clock. The clock has been installed and the expense of mainten- 
ance is being borne by the Smith Jewelry Store, a Brookhaven Jeweler. 


Miss Elenora Gralow, was one of the speakers on a Career Day pru 
gram sponsored by the Vicksburg American Association of University 
Women. All the high school girls from the Warren County schools were 
brought into Vicksburg to the “Y” where the program was held. Miss 
Gralow who talked on, “You meet such interesting people” or Librarian- 
ship as a career” was on the panel with Mrs. L. Stone who spoke on 
Teaching as a career. 


Miss Martha Couty, Reference and Order Librarian, of the Mississippi 
Library Commission appeared before the Women’s Club of Carthage to 


tell about the library program in Mississippi and the place of the Library 
Commission in helping local libraries develop their library program. The 
talk was especially appropriate at this time as Leake County has just 
levied the mill for support of a county library and the Library Commission 
is helping them get started by lending them a small bookmobile and 
books for demonstration use during this school session. The members of 
the Leake County Library Board are: Miss Bobbie Parks, Mrs. Bert Luke, 
Mr. S. C. Ellis and two more to be appointed. 
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NORTHEAST REGIONAL LIBRARY—PROGRESS REPORT 


The Northeast Regional Library, like the proverbial snowball, grows 
as it goes. Bookmobile trips were made in December, January and Feb- 
ruary to all the 88 rural schools in the four counties of Alcorn, Tippah, 
Tishomingo, and Prentiss. Seven of the proposed nine branch libraries 
have been opened. Libraries are open now for reference and circulation in 
Iuka (Tishomingo County), Booneville, (Prentiss County), Ripley, Walnut, 
Chalybeate, Blue Mountain (Tippah County), and of course, Corinth, 
(Alcorn County), where regional headquarters have been established at 
what was the seat of the Alcorn County Library. Plans are underway for 
the other two branches planned for the first year in Belmont (Tishomingo 
County) and Baldwyn (Prentiss County). 


The happy “family life” that characterizes the regional library has 
been displayed on several occasions. In December the library boards of 
each county, librarians, and local committees met in a big get togther at 
Corinth. Mrs. Augusta Richardson, director of Northeast Region, conduct- 
ed a tour of headquarters, showing the technical and organization ——- 
of the larger unit of library service. The machinery that moves the boo 
collection, the special requests, and the professional guidance from one 
library to another was examined in detail. 


The opening of a new branch library has been an occasion each time 
that has brought people from all over the region. Everybody enjoys every- 
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body else’s achievement. The librarians think each time: “This is the 
nicest one.” and each time it is. 


Walnut and Chalybeate, long time friendly rivals in community and 
civic activity, were not to be outdone so they opened on the same day. 
The sponsoring clubs in each town made quite an occasion of it, complete 
with corsages for the visiting librarians, lovely tea tables, and most 
important of all, people who wanted books to read. Ripley opened later 
with attractive, original ribbon book marks, beautiful flowers, and again, 
more people who wanted books to read. 


Blue Mountain made a real literary occasion of the opening with an 
afternoon program featuring local writers. And what an array of literary 
talent there is in Blue Mountain! Paul Flowers of the Commercial Appeal 
presided and presented the authors who were present and made com- 
ments on the many, many books that have been published by Tippah 
County People. 


“Business, but not as usual” has been the theme of the Booneville 
Branch Library. Longer hours, an enlarged book collection, and a tre- 
mendous increase in circulation have been noted in the library there. 
Continuing under the sponsorship of the local Woman’s Club, the Boone- 
ville Library has plans for formal opening later. 


The Iuka formal opening was just what one would expect of a town 
that does things in the big way that Iuka does. The story of the Iuka 
Library read like a rags to riches tale. Perhaps no better anywhere can 
the theme be illustrated that nothing succeeds like success. When Tish- 
omingo County decided to participate in the regional library, one of the 
first things that confronted the Thursday Club, local library sponsors, 


was the necessity to get out of the secluded, hard-to-find quarters behind 
the courtroom upstairs in the courthouse into a better location. They 
found what appeared to be an ideal location and decided upon it. A 
mix-up occurred in the lease arrangements and the library had to take 
a second choice. There was some disappointment, but not for long. Mrs. 
Howard Little was selected as local librarian. Some relatives of hers 
and of Mrs. John Henry Allen, Woman’s Club president, came to Iuka 
to visit. “You should have a better looking library,” they said. “We know 
that,” replied the Thursday Club, “but that is all the money we have.” 
“We can do something about that,” replied the relatives. And so they did! 
With only three days to visit Iuka they spent it corralling brick layers, 
painters, seamstresses, electricians, concrete masons. In 72 hours no one 
knew the former building. From a disappointment to a miracle went that 
structure. Scalloped cornices, wrought iron door posts, brick window 
boxes complete with yellow daffodils, white organdy curtains, gleaming 
white shelves—Yes, the library at Iuka has to be seen to be appreciated. 


And the most important phase of library development in the North- 
east Region remains this: the libraries are being used. The Ripley Branch, 
in its downstairs quarters in the courthouse, holds the record of having 
circulated 1473 books the very first month it was open. Mrs. John Peeler 
knows how to get the people into the library. 


Mrs. Palmer Harrison in Walnut can empty a shelf of books faster 
than three typists can keep them filled. Her concentrated work with the 
school teachers and pupils is making the Walnut Library indeed what 
it should be—an auxiliary educational institution. 


In Chalybeate, the field worker with the Library Commission saw 
what she had never seen before: a library with every single one of its 
books in the children and young people’s division out! A plea came from 
the library committee there: “Send us some more books. They are ALL 
out.” And so they were. More books were delivered. They went out, too. 
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Each day’s mail brings to Mrs. Hugh Hopper, reserve librarian at 
headquarters, some more requests from the library at Booneville. As the 
college there begins to make supplementary use of the local library the 
demands for specialized books increases. 


The same heartwarming stories that have characterized bookmobile 
service everwhere have come from the Northeast Region. There are the 
same grateful tachers, excited youngsters, inquiring adults—and, of 
course, frantic librarians as each night the bookmobile comes home empty 
and must be filled for the next day. Filled from the dwindling supply of 
books as the Northeast Region’s 14,000 rural school children prove again 
a again that Mississippi children will read good books when they have 
them. 
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“Coming Events Cast their Shadows Before” 


When the new bookmobile arrives in Tallahatchie County early in 
the summer, it will be welcomed by an eager county that has been work- 
ing for one since the demonstration period some two years ago when The 
Mississippi Library Commission’s bookmobile gave Tallahatchie Count- 
ians a taste of rural library service. Woeful cries of “What happened to 
the bookmobile?” have been heard in that area ever since the state owned 
vehicle had to be taken to another county. Indications are that few book- 
mobiles will ever be more welcome. 


Nor will many have had more careful planning for their arrival. In- 
tensive work is now being done on the book collection to get it well or- 
ganized and completely catalogued. Mrs. Eloise Powell, librarian, is 
applying her newly acquired library school knowledge to the library 
routines and is whipping the catalog into shape. Mrs. Sarah Dickson, 
assistant librarian, who will be in charge of the bookmobile service, is 
working on office forms and schedules to have everything in readiness 
for the arrival of the bookmobile. 


In talking with Mrs. Currier, field sepotuatetee of the Library 
Commission, about needs for the new service, Mrs. Dickson said: “Now 
I want you to send me a list of exactly what I will need to get this thing 
going right. When we had the demonstration unit here I had an old cheese 
box for my circulation and nothing else. This time, with our fancy new 
bookmobile, we are going first class. And I want to know exactly what 
it will take to make us look like something as well as to do a good job.” 


It goes without saying that Mrs. Currier entered enthusiastically into 
the idea of having a library look like something that it may command 
the respect it deserves. 


The questions the Tallahatchie County Library Board asked about 
the fundamental ideas that were behind good bookmobile service pointed 
to their ultimate success. Mrs. Stubblefield wanted to know: “Just how 
do the bookmobiles that operate in the regions work? We want to know 


exactly how they operate so that the people there are so pleased with 
them.” 


The Tallahatchie County Board was reminded that there are two 
absolute essentials in good bookmobile service: first, a realization that a 
bookmobile is a travelling library, and not a dump truck, or a delivery 
van; and in the second place, that bookmobile service, to be worthy of 
the name, must meet all segments of the population. Bookmobiles that 
drive up in front of rural schools, have two, three or four teachers come 
out and select books for their children, leaving the children out of the 
picture and back in the school room, are not giving real library service. 
Only when a child and a book come together and the selection is partially 
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his, and the library experience of seeing many books, of realizing what 
treasures there are, and of living through the manual and mental manipu- 
lations of actually using a library, does real library service take place. 


When a bookmobile goes throughout a county only to rural schools 
it is not doing the job completely. If Mississippi libraries (or any libraries, 
for that matter) are to live and prosper and justify their expense, they 
must do so as educational institutions—education for ALL the population. 
In this state, where less people have finished the eigth grade than in any 
other state, the need for the public library as an adjunct to education is 
greatest. When the rural library service reaches ONLY the rural children 
in school, it has failed to capitalize on its greatest opportunity. Then, too, 
if it fails to make library users out of the pre-school population, it fails 
on another count. 


People will meet the bookmobiles in Mississippi if librarians sched- 
ule the stops and stay on their schedules. They will bring their children 
too small to go to school. They will shop for books for the whole family. 
Men will leave their plowing for a few minutes to select their books. 
Rural Mississippians are no different from any other people and where the 
schedules have been planned, where the right selling job has taken place, 
the bookmobiles can become more than delivery vans to rural schools, or 
dump trucks for deposit stations. 


Tallahatchie County believes that it can be done there, too. They are 
not planning to settle for “less than the best.” 


4). 





The Lamar County Library, Purvis, is the latest library to qualitfy 
for service from the Library Commission Bookmobile. The County Board 
of Supervisors have agreed to make a small appropriation for buying 
books and these, plus the books lent from the bookmobile, should begin 
to fill the great need for a book-hungry people. The credit for keeping 
book interest alive and the library door open, during past years when 
there was little money but a large amount of faith and courage, goes to 
Mrs. C. P. Moore, librarian. 


> 





Another library that recently qualified for bookmobile service is the 
Clarke County Library, Quitman. Mrs. Cora Brewer has given faithful 
service there for some years, buying a few books with small funds avail- 
labe and having some sent by mail from the Library Commission. In 
the fall of 1951 the County Board of Supervisors agreed to give a small 
a ee to buy books and to have the service from the state 

mobile. 


The Library Commission Bookmobile now visits 42 libraries taking 
a fresh supply of books each three months. 
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SOME RECENT BOOKS BY MISSISSIPPI AUTHORS 
Compiled by Martha Couty 


Reference Librarian, Mississippi Library Commission 
NON- FICTION 


Butterfield, Frances 
From little acorns. Renbayle, 1951 


Campbell, Harry Modean 
William Faulkner, a critical appraisal, by Harry Modean Camp- 
bell and Ruel E. Foster. Univ. of Oklahoma press, 1951 


Davis, Ben Arthur 


Holland’s handbook for Southern gardens. Farrar, Straus & 
Young, 1951 


Ernst, Margaret Samuels 
More about words. Knopf, 1951 

Gentry, Claude 
Private John Allen. The Author, Baldwyn, Miss. 

Guyton, Pearl Vivian 
Our Mississippi. Steck, 1952 

Harrison, Robert W. 
Levee districts and levee building in Mississippi; a study of state 
and local efforts to control Mississippi River floods. Delta 
Branch, Miss. Agricultural Experiment Stations, Stoneville, 
Miss., Oct. 1951 

Jacob, Frances 
Steel and stars. Exposition press, 1951 


Johnson, William 


William Johnson’s Natchez, ed. by William Ransom Hogan. La. 
Univ. press, 1951 


Jones, W. B. 
Methodism in the Mississippi Conference, 1870-94. Methodist 
publishing house, 1951 

Lembo, Frank R. 
Raindust. Exposition press, 1950 

McBee, May Wilson 
Anson County, North Carolina, abstracts of early records. The 
May Wilson collection, Vol. 1, The Author, 1201 River Road 
Greenwood, Miss. 1952 $11.00 

Malone, Dumas 
Jefferson and the rights of man. Little Brown, 1951 (Jefferson 
and his time, vol. 2) 

Miller, Bessie Mae 
Complete secretary’s handbook. Prentice-Hall, 1951 


Smith, Allene De Shazo 


Greenwood Leflore and the Choctaw Indians of the Mississippi 
Valley. The author, Glendora, Miss., 1951 
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Sumrall, Robbie Neal 


A light on a hill; a history of Blue Mountain College. 


Printing Co., 1947 
Thompson, W. H. 





Benson 


Pasture book; new ed. The Author, State College, Miss., 1951 


Whittington, Curtis, Jr. 
Mythomania. Exposition press, 1951 


Wiley, Bell I. 


The life of Billy Yank, the commonsoldier of the Union. 


Merrill, March 31, 1952 $6.00 


Williams, Tennessee 
The rose tattoo. New Directions, 1950 


Wooten, John Aubrey 
For one tomorrow. Exposition press, 1951 


Young, Stark 
The pavilion. Scribner, 1951 


FICTION 
Bellaman, Katherine 
The Hayvens of Demaret. Simon & Schuster, 1951 
Brunini, John Gilland 
Days of a hireling. Lippincott, 1951 $3.00 
Faulkner, William 


Notes on a horsethief. Levee press, 1950 
Requiem fora nun. Random house, 1951 


Foote, Shelby 

Shiloh. Dial, April 1952 $2.75 
Graham, Alice Walworth 

Romantic lady. Doubleday, 1952 
Knight, Ethel 

Echo of the Black Horn. Pantheon press, 1951 
*Pearson, W. T. 

Bar-face. Pellegrini, Fall 1952 
Phillips, Thomas Hal 

Search fora hero. Rinehart, 1952 
Spencer, Elizabeth 

This crooked way. Dodd Mead, March 1952 $3.00 
Stapp, Emilie Blackmore 

Isabella’s goose village. Winslow, 1950 
Street, James 

High calling. Doubleday, 1951 
Sumner, Cid Ricketts 

Sudden glory. Bobbs Merrill, 1951 
Turner, James 
One fine Spring. Pelican press, 1952 


Bobbs 
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Williams, Wirt 
The enemy. Houghton Mifflin CCo., 1951 


PAMPHLETS 


Mississippi. Agricultural Experiment Station 


Anhydrous ammonia as a source of nitrogen [by W. B. Andrews, 


J. A. Neely, and F. E. Edwards] State College, Miss., 1951 (Bul- 
letin 482) 


Mississippi. Agricultural Experiment Station 
Case studies of small tractors on hill farms of Mississippi [by 
E. A. Kimbrough, Jr. and J. P. Gaines] State College, Miss., 1951 
Mississippi. Agricultural Experiment Station 
Cotton insect control recommendations for 1951 [by Clay Lyle, 
A. L. Mamner, and L. C. Murphree] State College, Miss., 1951 
(Circular 158) 
Mississippi. Agricultural Experiment Station 
Crop and fertilizer recommendations for Mississippi, 1951 [by 
Frank J. Welch] State College, Miss., 1951 (Circular 156) 
Mississippi. Agricultural Station 
Farm housing in the South; a study of household activities, fac- 
ilities and family preferences in selected areas of the South as a 
basis for development of functional formhouse plans. Southern 
Regional pub. no. 14, 1951 
Mississippi. Agricultural Experiment Station 
Fences for bottomland farms in the Delta [by L. C. Maisenhelder 
and J. S. McKnight] State College, Miss., 1951 
Mississippi. Agricultural Experiment Station 
1950 cotton variety tests in hill sections of Mississippi [by J. F. 
O’Kelly and others] State College, Miss., 1951 (Bulletin 477) 
Mississippi. Agricultural Experiment Station 
The land use pattern scale method of land and farm classification 
State College, Miss., 1951 (Technical bulletin 32) 
Mississippi. Agricultural Experiment Station 
Private forest landownership and management in central Mis- 
sissippi, by Lee M. James, William P. Hoffman and Monty A. 
Payne. State College; Miss., 1951 ((Technical buuletin 33) 
Mississippi. Agricultural Experiment Station 
The rural family and its source of income [by Dorothy Dickens] 
State College, Miss., 1951 (Bulletin 481) 


Mississippi. Department of Public Welfare 
Adoption survey, 1949-1950. The Dept., Jackson, Miss., 1951 
Mississippi. Mississippi State Hospital. Dept. of Publication 


Orientation in medical psychology, by Vincent J. Daly. Whit- 
field, Miss., 1951 


Mississippi. University. Bureau of Business Research ’ 
Mississippi’s business. University, Miss., 1951 [7 nos. bimonthly] 
Mississippi. University. Bureau of Business Reasearch 


Store layout suggestions, by William V. George. University, 
Miss., 1951 (Business aids series, no. 6) 
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Mississippi. University. Bureau of Public Administration 
A guidebook of the county judge and other county officers, by 


Huey Blair Howerton. University, Miss., 1951 (County govern- 
ment series, no. 8) 


Mississippi. University. Bureau of Public Administration 
A guidebook of the county superintendent of education, by Rob- 
ert Baker Highsaw and Harold Stanley Thames. University, 
Miss., 1951 (County government series, no. 7) 


Mississippi. University. Geological Survey 
Ground water investigations along Bogue PJhalia between Sy- 
monds and Malvina, Bolivar County, by Wallace Lusk. Univer- 
sity, Miss., 1951 


Mississippi. University. Geological Survey 


Lafayette County geology, by James Samuel Attaya. Univer- 
sity, Miss., 1951 (Bulletin 73) 


* BAR-FACE; by Mr. W. T. Person, a teen-age story about a Coon, 
Hound Dogs and plenty of action, will be published by Pellegrini & 
Cudahy in the early fall. Another book by Mr. Person, which deals with 
the robbers and adventures of the early days of the Natchez Trace, has 
been accepted by Pellegrini & Cudahy, and is projected for publication 
in the spring of 1953. 


A teacher in Junior High School at Greenwood, Mr. Person writes 
for Teen-Age boys and girls. ABNER JARVIS (Westminster, 1943) and 
NO LAND IS FREE (Westminster, 1946) have been enjoyed by many 


adults as well as by younger readers. During the last ten years, about 
250 of his short stories have been published in magazines and some of 
his poetry has been published by the Saturday Evening Post. Several 
of his stories are included in TEEN-AGE BASEBALL STORIES and 
TEEN-AGE VICTORY PARADE (Lantern Press). 


Mr. Person is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Greenwood- 
Leflore Public Library. 
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WORKSHOP 


We have been thinking and talking workshop, as the summer months 
draw near. The annual workshop held for the last few years in the 
Library Commission has been successful in many, many ways. It has 
resulted in a closer relationship between the Commission and librarians; 
it has given us inspiration, exchange of ideas resulting in better methods 
and an improved library program. 


. We are considering a change in the workshop plan for this year. We 
think the change will be advantageous. It is brought about by this fact 
and also by the fact of the Library Commission’s dwindling finances. We 
do not have money to carry on a workshop in June; therefore, this year 
we plan to have the workshop in several group meetings throughout the 
state, after the first of July. The time and place has not been decided and 
will be determined by the expression from the librarians and trustees 
throughout the state. 


Please take this as a personal request to send to the Library Com- 
mission answers to the following questions: 


1. Would you like to have a workshop in your area? What location? 
2. If in your community will you take the responsibility for making 
local arrangements such as sending announcements, publicity, 
helping with program planning? 

What length workshop do you want? 

What program do you suggest? 

Do you suggest having librarians and trustees or only librarians? 


The Library Commission would like to have replies not later than 
May 15. WE WILL ASSUME THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT REPLY ARE 
NOT INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN A WORKSHOP. 


L). 
—* 


LIBRARIANS, WANT A JOB? 


The Library Commission has been asked to give assistance in finding 
librarians to fill two very attractive positions in the state. These are the 
head positions in the Lincoln County Library, Brookhaven, and in the 
Vicksburg Public Library. 


The Lincoln County Library began as a subscription library many 
years ago and kept up library interest through the indomitable effort of 
a group of women who believed in the value of books. A few years ago 
the library secured support from the County, in addition to that given 
by the city, had a legal library board appointed and have a new book- 
mobile—But the story is told elsewhere in this bulletin with the picture 
of the bookmobile on the cover. The town and county people are enthus- 
iastic about library service. The Library Board and the clerical personnel 
of the staff are waiting only to secure a professional librarian so that 
more intensified library service may be given. Some librarian is going 
to y a challenging and satisfying job in Brookhaven. Are you inter- 
ested? 

Another fine chance to serve and to put into practice all of ones 
library skills is to be found in the Vicksburg position. Librarians throug- 
out the state know Miss Mahala Birchett who recently retired from the 
position after many years of faithful service. The fine and cooperative 
library board, pleasant working conditions, good salary and excellent 
retirement plan should attract a librarian with professional training, 
experience and a desire to promote and expand the library in the city 
and county. 

We do not want to be in the position of luring anyone away from 
a job but if you mean to change positions and would be interested in 
either of these mentioned above please write to the Library Commission 
and we will put you in touch. (Other positions may develop at any time) 


ye go 





